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Dear Friends, 
 

Life is a mix of sorrow and joy.  For the 
Atkinsons summer has been a mix of 
sorrow and joy – the sorrow of a seriously 
ill elderly dog and joy in sharing a house 
blessing as we settled into the Epworth 

manse plus the Welcome service for Rev Jan Atkins Snow on Sunday 
6th September 6pm at Ashby Wesley Church (Refreshments from 
5pm). ‘Sorrow & Joy’ are the well-chosen theme of this year’s 
President (Mark Slaney) and Vice President (Caroline Stead) of the 
Methodist Conference.  Whether in our personal homes or our 

spiritual homes, sorrow and joy have their place.  
 

The occasion of the house blessing at Epworth manse made me 
reflect on the saying ‘The kitchen is the heart of the home.’  What do 
I feel is the heart of the home?  The computer desk is the heart of 

the home?  The refuse bin is the heart of the home?  Kitchens carry 
with them a sense of nourishment and warmth less obviously found 

at a computer desk.  Yet, for me, no one space is at the heart of the 
home.  Instead, I think that God’s blessing can be at the heart of the 
home.  A blessing that can come to us even sometimes amidst the 
chaos of packing boxes. 
 

To extend this thought a little further, let’s consider how the above 
phrase might be applied to our churches.  ‘________ is the heart of 
the church.’  We know that the answer to the preacher’s question is 

always ‘Jesus’.  It is true that Jesus is the heart of the church – or at 
least I hope so!  It is helpful to remind ourselves of this truth at times.  

We can be tempted to put other things at the heart of our churches 
– the pews or the spire, our money or our traditions.  We should not 

neglect our responsibilities to be good stewards of resources under 
our care, but things get out of balance if Jesus does not remain the 
absolute heart of the church.  The Jesus who offers ‘life in all its 

fullness (John 10 v 10) to people inside and outside the church.  
 



Perhaps we can scale things up another level and complete the 
sentence: 
‘__________ is the heart of ESG Methodist Circuit’? 
 

As we do so, bear in mind the wider conversations about the 
possibilities of the 8 circuits in Lincolnshire District becoming one for 
September 2028.  Local churches and circuits will be asked for our 

thoughts and comments on such proposals in the coming year.  If you 
are unsure which conversations I am referring to, then read on later 
in this newsletter and it may be worth talking with one of the circuit 
ministers or a steward. 
 

Returning to this year’s Connexional theme of ‘Sorrow & Joy’, it is my 
prayer that we can support each other through life’s sorrows and 

struggles plus celebrate the things that spark joy in us.  I close this 
letter with some words from William Blake: 
 

‘We were made for joy and woe 
And when this we rightly know 

Safely through the world we go. 
Joy and woe are woven fine. 
Clothing for the soul divine.’ 
 

Every blessing,  

Rev Vicki 

 

       

 

Ministers’ day off 
 

Revd. Vicki Atkinson     Saturday 

Revd. Debbie Caulk Friday 
Revd. Jan Atkin-Snow   Friday 

    



Circuit Prayer 2026-27 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Holy God, who inspires us, equips us, and journeys with 
us. Thank you for the times you challenge us; to treasure your 

word, to love you and our neighbour, to use our gifts and skills to 
be good disciples and follow you 

 

Thank you for the times you change us; you call us and send us, 
renewed through the power of the spirit to pray, to worship, to 

praise and to witness 
 

Thank you for the connectivity you bring us; for our Methodist 
heritage which joins us together as members of the Epworth, 

Scunthorpe and Gainsborough Circuit, to value differences, to 
listen, and to encourage each other in faith, through your 

guidance and wisdom 
 

Your brilliant light leads us, like sunflowers to follow you; as we 
gravitate to and bathe in the warmth of your love and your grace, 
it transforms us, enables and ignites us. We will not be overcome 
by darkness, fear or worry as we move into another connexional 

year marked with change and challenge, yet full of promise, 
hope, opportunities and expected goodness 

 

Discipleship is an adventure, we still have lots to learn, to 
experience, and to discover through the plans you have for us. As 
we reflect on times past, the time that is now, and the time yet to 
come, and we travel together from the old into the new, we pray, 

keep us travelling along with you. 
 

Amen 

~~~ 



 

 



A message from Hazel Jackson,  

Senior Circuit Steward 
 

Dear friends, 
I know it won't have escaped anyone's 
attention that district has been looking at 

reshaping the eight circuits into one; working groups continue to 
meet and look at resources, finance, worship and governance; there 
is lot going on...you will have seen the recent updates via your church 
contacts, and what's here in the newsletter is just a snippet of why 
district is considering changes, where we are and what's next  
 

This is about us, the Lincolnshire Methodist District. God hasn't 
finished with us; we have a future, and we will journey forward 
together, it affects us all. 
 

If you've any queries or questions, then don't hesitate to contact 

District Chair Revd. Angy Long, or Revd. Vicki Atkinson 
(Superintendent) or Hazel Jackson (Senior Circuit Steward/District 

Trustee)    
 
 

-------------------------------------------- 

 



1 Circuit: Our Future, Reshaping for Mission 
 

From: Rev Angy Long, Chair of District 
 

Dear all, 
Work is continuing towards more detail for a full day’s conversation 
at Synod in September about the possible reshaping of 8 circuits into 

1. Here is a reminder of where all this began:  
 

• The 2 slides, attached, were shown at Synod in the spring of 2024 
and are about the conversations I had in the circuits where I heard 
your worries and anxieties and hopes and dreams about church. 

These and the statistics around stationing and the resources in the 
circuits have formed the ground for thinking about what the issues 

are we need to address and, therefore, the model we are offering as 
a possible way to some solutions. By way of update the statistics 
(see worries and anxieties slide) for autumn 2025 are now even 

more stark: 99 churches, 2674 members and 15.73 Full-Time 
Equivalent Ordained ministers. 
 

As ever, any questions please send them to Angy and Alison.  
 

God bless, Angy  
-----------------------------------------------------------

 



See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive 
it? Isaiah 43:19  
 
Introduction  
Some things are working really well in the District as discussed at the 
workshop for circuit leadership teams held in October 2024: Many 

circuits reported a sense of team, committed volunteers, the 
employment of administrators is making the running of circuits more 
efficient, lay employees in various out-reach roles are making 
connections between church and community, alongside this there 
are places where fellowship and prayer meetings and good worship 

are supporting the church community. Such things are to be 
celebrated. However, can we recognise that to do Gods work and 
thrive (some might say survive) and grow across the County in the 
21st Century, we may need to look at new ways of working?  
 

The District is not alone in facing a number of challenges which “are 
of our time!” 

- Reduced interest in the Church and Spiritual life as a nation 
- Congregations on a Sunday are reducing  
- The average age of congregations is increasing  
- Financial pressures to meet assessments  
- Fewer people are willing and able to take on governance roles 

such as money, property, safeguarding etc.  
- Time spent on essential standards for any charity limits the 

time and energy of members to do God’s work in our 
communities  

- Reducing numbers of ordained Ministers 

- Fewer Presbyters skilled enough and willing to become 
Superintendents  

- Differing levels of resources across the District  
 

You could probably go on…..  
 

“where do we go from here” 



 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Hope 
Hope is one of your best gifts to us. Teach us to give it to others. 

 

From “Who cares?” Edited and compiled by Mary Oakley  



 
Dear friends, 
 

First, I must mention and thank Bronwen 
for all her hard work, diligence and care she 
gave to MWiB within the circuit and wish 

her well for whatever the future has in store. 
 

The District MWiB Day was held on 12 June, at Little Lea Retreat and 
was led by Bronwen with the theme “This is our story, This is our 
song” it was a feast of fellowship, fun, song and stories, enjoyed by 
some 37 ladies from across the district, with notably a good 
contingent from E, S&G. Brownen was presented with gifts from the 
ladies; a bistro garden table and garden clock both with butterfly 
motifs, as well as a cash gift too. The offertory on the day, in excess 
of £200 was presented to District, and will be put towards travel 
costs for those ladies going to New Zealand in August for World 
Federation Conference. 
 

Our next MWiB Lincolnshire District autumn day on 1st October, is 
titled “2026 miles in prayer” and will be led by Deacon Helen 

Gardner, at Navenby Methodist Church. Decon Helen’s theme is 
“how an intentional prayer life can sustain us in difficult times to 

develop creativity and bring joy” all are welcome, please come along. 
It will be an inspirational day of fellowship. Look out for posters of 
the event circulated to your churches. 
 

This year’s Easter Offering service “Unbound” focusing on freedom, 

was celebrated at Ashby Wesley on 31 May. The total sum raised this 
year was £1572.25 for the Methodist Church World Mission Fund. 
Let’s see if we can beat that next year!  
 

MWiB groups across the circuit continue to meet in fellowship, on a 

variety of weekdays, with a vast range of speakers, topics and 
themes. Check out the ES&G website for more details or speak to 
Hazel Jackson (ambassador-MWiB North Lincolnshire).   



 The Mary Bosanquet Lecture fringe event held at Methodist 
Conference this year in June was stimulating and challenging, the 
guest speaker was Revd. Dr Tessa Henry-Robinson, a womanist and 
moderator of the free churches group. Her theme was “the authority 
of the called: women, voice and the future of the church. It is now on 
YouTube, and I encourage everyone to hear the lecture for 

themselves, so powerful and meaningful for our church today. 
 

Finally, up to date information and the latest news about MWiB can 
be found on the website www.mwib.org.uk  
 

God bless and thank you…Hazel Jackson  

 

http://www.mwib.org.uk/


 
  



 
  



 
  



 
 

  



Tales from Gainsborough 

Hi All 
 

Here’s hoping that you are well. What a hot 

Summer! My cosy nest was a bit too cosy, just 
like yours perhaps. The nights have been drawing in, then we had 

football on tele… well..!?!? then there were the Commonwealth 
Games and Wimbledon. It encouraged me to become a bit of a couch 
potato. 
 

Our music group are improving by leaps and bounds under our fave 
keyboardist. They are also part of the lively ensemble formed under 
the old Wolds and Trent circuit. This group led a couple of Trinity 
Praise services…. Again, it was fortunate that our GMC roof was 
heavy concrete when they raised it. Because of their fame, you are 
cordially invited to a “Creation Praise” service at Ashby Wesley 4pm 
25th October… put it in your diary now. 
 

I try to keep my ear to the ground.. it’s not that far any way. So, our 

Tuesday club has been having their summer rest and will be resuming 
in September, the other regular groups are a bit sparse too. I’m 
barely existing on the few meagre crumbs. Mercifully the Brews up 

is still going strong on the second Saturday. The first Saturday the 
menfolk gather to have a breakfast at Wetherspoons, I’ve never 

been, but hear that they have a great time.  
 

Over the past few months, my playground has been increasingly 
exciting. The storage cupboards have been filling with loads of 
religious books from all over the place. There was enough literature 

to fill a huge car boot for delivery to the Saxilby hub and onwards. 
We can only thank the donors and organisers for their hard work. 
 

Here’s hoping that the rucksack hasn’t been reorganised. It’s been 
OK so far, doing a MAF tour of Lincoln Circuit chapels picking up 
ideas. On another bright side “they” are doing a tour starting off in 

France when I can make myself comfortable. Looking forward to 



crunchy baguette, with Camembert and Pong L’Eveque stinky 
cheeses. 
 

Last time “they” did France we must have visited every castle in the 

country…. Tired?... absolutely Chateau-ed. 
 

That reminds me of another message of comfort that Jesus gave to 

His disciples, recorded in John 14. In my Father’s house are many 
mansions. 
 

Many thanks for reading this… stay safe!  
 

Until the next time, let’s share every blessing. 

Anon-e-mouse  

 

Thoughts by a teenage Laura regarding 
preaching 
 

When I was younger, I used to look up to the 
preachers and think wow what a job they’re doing by 
doing that. I then wrote these top 10 tips for a service 

to keep people interested on 3rd September 2018 when I was just 14 

years old:  
 

- don’t talk about the same bible passage for the whole sermon   

- try to choose readings that link together 
- try to explain things in a way that most people will understand  

- try to ask questions that will make the congregation think  
- try to say how you think different people in the passage may be 
feeling (eg. I think the decoupled may have felt scared)  

- to make the congregation more interested you could maybe ask for 
them to be in a person’s shoe from the story (to see how the person 

was feeling at that time)  

I wonder if these will make us think about the way we’re doing our 
preaching.      Thanks, Laura  



North Lincolnshire Sanctuary Group - 

thank you 
 

Thank you to everyone who came to the concert at Ashby Wesley 

supporting North Lincoln. Thank you to you all. 
 

In that concert we shared some true examples of people who the 
North Lincolnshire Sanctuary Group support. Over the coming 
newsletters we will share some of these.  
 

The people coming into our area have lost so much. The majority 
need supporting at every level – clothing, shoes, advice and food. 
There’s also a great need for company, understanding and social 
contact. The group supports and befriends refugees and asylum 
seekers as much as possible in many ways, including: 

- Obtaining necessary items for people to be able to live. 

- Teaching English on a one-to-one basis. 

- Supporting people with driving tests  

- Helping with shopping, medical appointments and schools. 

- Finding volunteering opportunities and supporting people get 

jobs.  

- Encouraging opportunities for sport and music 
 

A Ladies group meets on Thursday mornings sharing cooking, sewing 

and other activities. A men’s group meets weekly; once a month 
joining with another multi agency group, sharing food cooked by 
asylum men.  
 

These meetings are very important. When newly arrived individuals 

are told they can come to a group, for support and to meet others 
they are so pleased and relived. There is so much stress, isolation and 
loneliness in the community. The meetings give us the opportunity 
to distribute donations of clothing, toys and food to those who need 
it; improving families’ overall health and wellbeing.  



A number of people from Ukraine have prepared an excellent 
exhibition, currently at Scunthorpe Museum about their culture, 
history and lives. It’s well worth a visit. The Ukra inian community in 
Scunthorpe goes back many, many years. 
 

An example of a family from Iran we have supported is below.  
 

“I’m Iranian and was born into a Muslim family. I had a job in printing. 
When I became a Christian, I couldn’t remain in Iran, as I would be 

killed.  
 

I came to Scunthorpe, attending a small church in Hull weekly. When 

I finally was given “leave to remain” I moved to London; obtaining a 
job in printing there.  
 

My wife and child have now moved from Iran to England to join me”. 
 

Please continue to support us with prayer, items you no longer need 

and money. Thank you.  
 

Kirsty Barker 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Christian Crackers 
 

From Norfolk 

The Bishop of Norwich, the Rt Rev Peter Nott, soon got to grips with 

the Norfolk way of keeping matters in perspective. 
 

“I was taking a communion service in a freezing church in West Norfolk. 

When it was over, I walked to the back of the church. My hands were 

completely numb with cold, and I had great difficulty grasping the mug 

of hot coffee the churchwarden gave me. 
 

“My goodness, your church is cold”, I said. “Oh yes Bishop, that is cold”, 

said the churchwarden, “but you should be here when we don’t have the 

heating on”.      Compiled by Phil Mason 



News From Laughton 
 

The Harvest celebrations at Laughton Methodist 
Church will be slightly later this year than most 
years because of the availability of our colleagues 
from Yaddlethorpe, who provide the delicious refreshments 
following the service. So, everyone will be most welcome to join us 

on Friday September 18th at 7pm. The service this year will take the 
form of a Songs of Praise with a Harvest twist. Tea, coffee, 
sandwiches and puddings will follow at 8pm. All produce from the 
celebration will be donated to The Forge. Rev Debbie will conclude 
the Harvest weekend with a service on the following Sunday, 
September 20th at 4pm - again everyone will be most welcome to 
join us. 

The renovation of the former schoolroom is 
gaining pace. We now have a couple of items 
outstanding before the builders can be given 
the go ahead. It is anticipated that this will be 

before the end of September. Many thanks to Rev Vicki for her 
assistance, advice and expertise in liaising with TMCP and others. It 
is a brilliant example of everyone working together for a common 
good. 
 

The whole process was begun over two years ago with the backing of 

Rev Paul, and we wish him and Bronwen all the best for the future.  
 

Kevin Wilbur 

         



Worship leader service at Yaddlethorpe 
  

The following version of the 23rd Psalm, a Psalm for busy 
people, is really apt for our current lives, was shared and 

read by Virginia Isitt during the Worship leader service. 
 

“The Lord is my pacesetter, I need not rush, 

He makes me stop and rest for quiet intervals. 
He provides me with images of stillness, which restore my serenity. 

He leads me in way of efficiency through calmness of mind. 
His guidance is peace. 

Even though I have a great deal of things to accomplish each day, I 

will not fret. 
For his presence is here, his timelessness, his importance will keep 

me in balance. 
He prepares refreshment and renewal in the midst of activity 

by anointing my head with oils of tranquility. 
My cup of joyous energy overflows. 

Such harmony and effectiveness shall be the fruit of my hours, 
For I shall walk in the peace of the Lord 

And dwell in his company for ever. Amen.” 
 

Toki Miyamisha’s (a Japanese poet) version of Psalm 23 
 

From “A box of delights, J. John and Mark Stibbe, Monarch Books” 
 
 

 

 

Tiredness  
Five best things to say if you get caught sleeping at your desk. 
5. They told me at the blood bank this might happen. 
4. Whew! I must have left the top off the Tipex. You probably got here just in 
time! 
3. I wasn’t sleeping! I was meditating on the vision statement and envisioning a 
new paradigm. 
2. I was testing my keyboard for drool resistance. 
1. … in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

From “A box of delights, J. John and Mark Stibbe, Monarch Books  



 
 

  



 
 

 

 
 



 
 



Wesley Memorial Church Epworth 
 

Bethlehem’s Best Christmas:  

Following the success of the Nativity Pantomime, 
we are planning to stage another production: Bethlehem’s Best 
Christmas.  

 
We are looking for volunteers, young or old, to take part in the 

performance. And to help with props and make-up etc. 
If you are interested or know someone in your community who 

would like to join the team, please get in touch.  
 
Approximate Timeline 

End of September: Casting and script development. 
October: Read-throughs and rehearsals begin. 

Showtime: 3pm on Saturday 2 January and Sunday 3 January 2027. 
 
Cast List 

Dame Bossy Betty – The local laundress. Loud, cheerful, with 
outrageous costumes and terrible jokes. 

Benny – Betty’s assistant. Kind-hearted but not the sharpest. 
Mary 
Joseph 

Gabriel 
King Herod – The villain. 

Captain Crumble – Herod’s hopeless soldier. 
Innkeeper Ivy 

Three Wise Visitors – Caspar, Melchior and Balthazar. 
Shepherds 
Angel Chorus 

 
Spread the word!  

To volunteer for any part of the production please contact Dave or  
Margaret Chennells in person or by 
email: dave.chennells123@gmail.com 

mailto:dave.chennells123@gmail.com


1 Thessalonians 4:17 
 

After that, we who are still 
alive and are left will be 
caught up together with 
them in the clouds to meet 
the Lord in the air.  

And so we will be with the 
Lord forever. 
 

 

 

---------------------------------------------------------- 

http://www.journeying.co.uk/ 

http://www.journeying.co.uk/


 
http://www.journeying.co.uk/ 
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Bible crosswords 
 

 



  
Bible Crosswords: 

▪ These thoughtfully crafted crosswords are 

available for free use. 

▪ While they are copyrighted, you’re welcome to 

print them for private enjoyment, inclusion in 

church magazines, or educational purposes. 

▪ Our goal is to encourage individuals to read and 

study the bible, so we intentionally do not provide 

crossword answers. 

https://bible-crosswords.co.uk/ 

https://bible-crosswords.co.uk/


Lectionary readings for  

September to November 2026 
 

6th September Psalm 149 

Matthew 18:15-20 

13th September 
Education Sunday 

Psalm 114 
Matthew 18:21-35 

20th September 
Peace Sunday 

Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45 
Matthew 20:1-16 

27th September Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16 

Matthew 21:23-32 
4th October 
Homelessness Sunday 

Psalm 19 
Matthew 21:33-46 

11th October Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23 
Matthew 22:1-14 

18th October Psalm 99 
Matthew 22:15-22 

25th October Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17 
Matthew 22:34-46 

1st November 
 

Psalm 107:1-7, 33-37 
Matthew 23:1-12 

8th November 

Remembrance Sunday 

Psalm 78:1-7 

Matthew 25:1-13 

15th November Psalm 123 
Matthew 25:14-30 

22nd November Psalm 95:1-7a 
Matthew 25:31-46 

29th November 

1st Sunday of Advent 

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 

Mark 13:24-37 
 
 

 
 



 

 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A John Wesley quote 

 

I have never known more than fifteen minutes of anxiety or 

fear. Whenever I feel fearful emotions overtaking me, I just 

close my eyes and thank God that He is still on the throne 

reigning over everything and I take comfort in His control 

over the affairs of my life. 

 

 

 

https://www.azquotes.com/quote/1316485
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/1316485
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/1316485
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/1316485
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/1316485


 

 
Sixteen Miles Out – unsplash.com 

 
 

Spiritual meaning of the sunflower 
 

It is seen as a symbol of the human quest for divine light, spiritual 

awakening, and unwavering faith. 

 

 

 
Circuit Safeguarding:  Mrs Karen Elvidge   07533-554615 

Circuit website @ https://www.esgmethodist.org.uk/   

 

https://www.esgmethodist.org.uk/

